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2016 Product Issue: Introduction

With nearly 500 products submitted for this year s Annual Product Issue, it s fair to say
that the lighting industry is in a healthy state.
By Elizabeth Donoff

With nearly 500 products submitted for this year’'s Annual Product Issue, it s fair to say that the
lighting industry is in a healthy state. From that impressive group, architectural lighting has selected
168 products across 12 product categories, all of which represent both the lighting industry s diversity
and its recent technological achievements.

Since the introduction of LEDs about a decade ago, there has been a seismic shift in the industry,
encompassing everything from how fixtures are developed to how designers use the new source. The
lighting community has felt its fair share of growing pains and the industry as a whole has made the
adjustments necessary. To be sure, there are still areas for continued improvement and further
research, such as in optics, lighting quality, and component compatibility, but, in general, the products
on the following pages represent the continued maturation of LED fixtures.

These are not the products of yesteryear. A luminaire has become so much more than an object that
delivers light; sophisticated functions and lighting controls are now standard for many fixtures and
these features provide a baseline for the current generation of product offerings. The transition from
analog to digital can be seen in all aspects of the industry, and in this, the third edition of our issue-
accompanying Technology Trends series, we examine how the Internet of Things, color, LED price
points, and the digitization of product libraries and literature is shaping the next generation of
products.

As always, our product coverage serves as a reference guide to the best that the industry has to
offer.
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This year's roundup contains the smallest housings yet for this fixture category.

By Hallie Busta, Selin Ashaboglu

USAI Lighting

Baby LED, USAI Lighting

At less than 2" tall and with 3" to the finished ceiling, this ultrashallow housing comes in round,
square, trimmed, and trimless variations, making it suitable for a range of recessed applications,
particularly those with shallow plenums. It is available in 2700K, 3000K, 3500K, and 4000K with a
CRI of 80-plus as well as 2700K and 3000K with a CRI of 90-plus. Two lumen packages are offered:
14W with 900 delivered lumens and 20W with 1,150 delivered lumens. usailighting.com

USAI Lighting

SliverLED MR, USAI Lighting

A 3.5"-deep housing and 0.04" trim suit this low-profile, 2" aperture downlight for use in applications
with shallow plenums, and it can be lamped with a range of low-voltage LED MR16 GU5.3 base 15W
(maximum) replacement lamps. It is available with white or black baffle options with trims in white,
black, textured white, and metalized gray. For new construction applications, the fixture takes a 120V
input. usailighting.com
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